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Date: ………………

G Clark

Planning Services

Eden District Council

Mansion House

Penrith

Cumbria  CA11 7YG

Dear Mr Clark,

Re:  Planning Application Number 07/0636 

Proposed construction of 9 Wind Turbines, Substation, Access Tracks and ancillary Development at Berrier Hill

I would like to register my objection to the above application.

My objection is based on the following: 

1.  
The harm to a beautiful landscape and the consequences for tourism.

2.
The likely disruption and damage to local roads and villages by heavy traffic during construction.

3. 
The lack of consultation before submitting the application.

4.  
Concern that many more wind turbines would be needed in the area to have any impact at all on global warming and risk of proliferation.
The Landscape

The nine giant turbines would be on high ground overlooking the Mungrisdale valley with Blencathra to the west and Great Mell Fell and the Helvellyn range to the south.  People come from all over England and beyond to enjoy this landscape, because it is so unspoilt and largely devoid of development.  It seems to me simply inconceivable that permission could be given to damage this lovely piece of countryside.  What is more, catering for walkers and cyclists has become part of the economy of this area of the Lakeland fringe, a local trade not likely to benefit from the development.

Construction

The route set out in the application for construction traffic is through the villages of Newbiggin and Greystoke and along some narrow roads where even cars have difficulty in passing.  There would be severe disruption to local life, to say nothing of the danger to children and older people from heavy lorries and abnormal loads.
Lack of Consultation

While I am aware of West Coast Energy’s recent presence in the locality drumming up support for wind power, I can recall no attempt by them to explain to local people what they had in mind before the application was submitted.

Yet more turbines?

I had thought that wind farms would be a cheap and environmentally friendly way to replace coal or nuclear power.  However, it seems that wind turbines produce such a tiny amount of electricity that a huge number would be needed to make any real difference.  West Coast Energy themselves say that an average of only 30% of the planned 22.5 Megawatts from the nine giant turbines would actually be produced over a year, which I make less than 7 megawatts.  But I read that typical coal and nuclear stations are rated at 1000 to 2000 megawatts, and work at over 70% of the rated output.  Does this not mean that it would take between 100 and 200 installations like that proposed for Berrier Hill to replace one coal fired or nuclear power station?  I think there would very little support for developments on this scale around the Lake District National Park.  
I am also very concerned that if a proposal such as this were allowed, right on the edge of the National Park and causing such obvious harm to the landscape, there would be almost nowhere out of bounds for similar proposals in the future.
In light of the above I register my objection against this application and against any further applications made for this project.

Signed …………………………

Name ………………………….
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